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Home Builders Association of Kentucky

Legislative Flash                         February 2, 2011
Bill Filed to allow cities

to mandate fire sprinklers in new  homes
House Bill 226 jeopardizes the State Uniformity 

of the Kentucky Residential Building Code

House Bill 226, sponsored by Representative Jim Wayne of Louisville, allows cities of the 4th Class and higher, to adopt by ordinance, a mandate for fire sprinklers in the construction of new homes.
The Home Builders Association of Kentucky opposes this legislation as it severely jeopardizes the Uniform Statewide aspect of the current code and ignores current statutes as to how the Kentucky Residential Code is changed.  
Within the last year the Franklin Circuit Court and the Kentucky Court of Appeals upheld the uniformity of the Kentucky Residential Building Code.  

State Statute already addresses how the code is to be changed through the Board of Housing Buildings and Construction. 

KRS 198 B. 080 states that “any interested party may suggest amendments to the Uniform State Building Code to the Department of Housing Buildings and Construction”.  It goes on to say that “the Board may amend the code at any time, but only after notice in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A”.

House Bill 226 clearly violates this statute on changing the code and opens the door for the beginning of a different building code in every city.  Tell your Representative that the code needs to remain uniform throughout the state and that the amendment process needs to stay with the Board of Housing as the Kentucky General Assembly intended when they created the Code.  Ask them to oppose HB 226!
To contact your legislator while they are in session in Frankfort call

(502) 564-8100 and ask for them by name 

or

1-800-372-7181 to leave a message
If you have any questions, please call Bob Weiss at 502 395-1743, or Laurent Rawlings at 502 330-4770.
